
 

 

 
                    
             

CITY OF POCATELLO 
 

Parks & Recreation Department 
 

Agenda Item Executive 

Summary 

 
 

 
Date:  9/2/26 
 

To:  Mayor Dahlquist and Council Members 

  
From:  Cary Rhodes, Outdoor Recreation Manager  
 
RE: CITY CREEK TRAILS MASTER PLAN 
 

 
The City Creek Trails Master Plan has been completed by the International Mountain Bike 
Association (IMBA).  This work was funded through the IMBA Trails Accelerator grant and 
matching funds provided by the City. 
 
The project began in the fall of 2025 with an onsite evaluation and community project team 
meeting. IMBA also gathered feedback through an online survey.  In the spring of 2026, they 
returned and gathered additional feedback through a community meeting.  They also 
completed some on-the-ground trail concepts. 
 
In August, IMBA provided final deliverables for the master plan which includes the City Creek 
Trail Design Report and concept maps. 
 
The Parks and Recreation department is fully supportive of this plan and is requesting that 
City Council adopt this plan which will guide future trail development in City Creek.  
 
Staff recommends that Council approve the City Creek Trails Master Plan.  
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Segment Skill Status Type Direction Users Length Miles Length Feet

100 Beginner Flagged Traditional Bidirection Shared-Use 1.12 5913

101 Beginner Flagged Traditional Bidirection Shared-Use 0.51 2706

201 Intermediate Flagged Bike-Optimized Downhill Only Bike-Only 1.35 7149

202 Intermediate Flagged Traditional Bidirection Shared-Use 0.88 4649

207 Intermediate Flagged Bike-Optimized Downhill Only Bike-Only 1.98 10444

209 Intermediate Flagged Traditional Bidirection Shared-Use 1.63 8614

210 Intermediate Flagged Bike-Optimized Downhill Only Bike-Only 0.71 3747

102 Beginner Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.29 1548

103 Beginner Concept Bike-Optimized Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.42 2216

104 Beginner Concept Bike-Optimized Downhill Shared-Use 0.39 2070

105 Beginner Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.55 2901

106 Beginner Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.35 1841

107 Beginner Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.03 143

108 Beginner Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.27 1451

200 Intermediate Concept Bike-Optimized Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.34 1788

203 Intermediate Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.52 2730

204 Intermediate Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.48 2544

205 Intermediate Concept Bike-Optimized Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.27 1401

12.09 63855

















































Segment Skill Type Direction Users Length Miles Length Feet

100 Beginner Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 1.12 5913

101 Beginner Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.51 2706

201 Intermediate Bike-Optimized Downhill Only Bike Only 1.35 7149

202 Intermediate Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.88 4649

207 Intermediate Bike-Optimized Downhill Only Bike Only 1.98 10444

209 Intermediate Traditional Bidirectionl Shared-Use 1.63 8614

210 Intermediate Bike-Optimized Downhill Only Bike Only 0.71 3747

8.19 43223



Trail Type Unit Directional Feature Frequency¹
Constructed Tread 

Width²'³
Ave Trail Grade per 

1000'

Max Trail Grade: 

climbing

Max Trail Grade: 

descending

Proposed Flagline 

Corridor Width

Corridor Width (4' 

above tread)

Corridor Height 

Minimum  
Exposure (without 

railing)

Avoidable Obstacles 

(over 50% of tread or 

less)

Rollable Feature 

Height (jumps, berms, 

etc.)

Rugosity (surface 

texture) Tread and trail features Experience Notes

Universal Access Trail Linear Feet Bi-directional N/A 96"-144" 0% - 5%

5% with short 

segment 

exceptions

5% with short 

segment 

exceptions

50 120"-158" 12' N/A

less than 2", less 

than 1/2" on 

boardwalks or 

paved surface

N/A Low

Firm, stable, and 

consistent trail 

surface. Crushed 

stone or similar 

imported surface 

material.

Typically follows universal design principles to provide access to trail users of all ability levels. Trail grades are 

gentle with little to no exposure to steep slopes, cliffs or other features. Running slopes, tread surfacing, and corridor 

clearing shall follow USDA Accessibility Guidebook for Outdoor Recreation and Trails guidelines. In general, the trail 

surface is smooth and stable with little to no obstacles. The tread surface is wide to accommodate a wide range of 

users. Cross slopes should be between 2%-5%max. Resting intervals will be needed where the trail exceeds 5% 

running grade. Max running grades for short segments over 5% are limited to the following:200 feet for 5%-8.33% 

running grade, 30 feet for 8.33%-10% running grade, 10 feet for 10%-12% running grade.

Beginner Traditional Linear Feet Bi-directional Low 48"-60" 0% - 5% 10% 10% 50' 60-72" 8' N/A

less than 2" partial 

width of tread or 

less than 5" full 

width of tread

N/A Low
Firm trail surface. May 

include rock surfacing.

Typically specified for easiest trail difficulties. Trail grades are gentle and set on shallow cross slopes with little to no 

exposure to trail side risks like steep slopes, cliffs, or external influences that require advanced bike handling moves 

to avoid. In general, the trail surface is relatively smooth with little to no obstacles (rocks and roots). Tread width, 

turns, bridges, and pinch points should accommodate Adaptive Mountain Bikes to the extent possible. 

Beginner Bike-Optimized Linear Feet Bi-directional Low 48"-60" 0% - 5% 10% 10% 50' 60"-72" 8' N/A

less than 2" partial 

width of tread or 

less than 5" full 

width of tread

6"-18" Low 

Semi-firm trail surface. 

May include rock 

surfacing.

Typically specified for easiest trail difficulties. Trail grades are gentle and set on shallow cross slopes with little to no 

exposure to trail side risks like steep slopes, cliffs, or external influences that require advanced bike handling moves 

to avoid. In general, the trail surface is relatively smooth with little to no obstacles (rocks and roots). Feature 

frequency is appropriate for the shared-use nature while keeping it engaging for intermediate riders advancing 

extent possible.

Beginner MTB Downhill Linear Feet One-way (Downhill) Medium 48"-60" 0% - 5% 10% 10% 50' 60"-72" 12' less than 24"

less than 2" partial 

width of tread or 

less than 5" full 

width of tread

6"-18" Low 
Firm trail surface. May 

include rock surfacing.

The easiest bike-only gravity trails. This trail should provide an introduction to highly bike-optimized trail 

experiences. Trail grades are gentle and set on shallow cross slopes with little to no exposure to trail side risks like 

steep slopes, cliffs, or external influences that require advanced bike handling moves to avoid. In general, the trail 

surface is relatively smooth with little to no obstacles (rocks and roots). Feature frequency is low, but should 

provide ample rollers and berms to create a "roller coaster" experience for riders. No features should provide 

mandatory air time.

Intermediate Traditional Linear Feet Bi-directional Medium 24"-48" 7-10% 15% 20% 50' 30"-42" 8' less than 48" less than 8" 12"-24" Medium

Semi-firm to loose trail 

surface. Will include 

rock surfacing. Rocks 

will be uneven.

This trail type will have the look and feel of traditional shared-use singltrack. Trail grades are moderate and set on 

moderate to steep cross slopes. In general, the trail surface is semi-firm with some natural obstacles (rocks and 

roots). Feature frequency is appropriate for the shared-use nature while keeping it engaging for intermediate 

Bikes to the extent possible.

Intermediate Bike-

Optimized
Linear Feet Bi-directional Medium 24"-48" 7-10% 15% 20% 50' 30"-42" 8' less than 48" less than 8" 24"-48" Medium

Semi-firm trail surface. 

May include rock 

surfacing.

Specified for  intermediate trails. Trail grades are moderate and set on moderate to steep cross slopes with some 

exposure such as steep slopes or cliffs. In general, the trail surface is semi-firm with some natural obstacles (rocks 

and roots). Feature frequency is appropriate for the shared-use nature while keeping it engaging for intermediate 

Bikes to the extent possible.

Intermediate Downhill Linear Feet One-way (Downhill) Medium-High 36"-60" 7% 15% 20% 50' 48"-72" 12' less than 48" less than 8" 24"-48" Medium

Semi-firm trail surface. 

May include rock 

surfacing.

Specified for intermediate bike-only directional trails. Trails are gravity-specific, with use in the downhill 

features. The trail surface is moderately variable with the presence of rocks and roots. Feature frequency is 

determined by specific trail narratives but can include rollers, berms, drops, and jumps.

Advanced Traditional Linear Feet Bi-directional Medium 18"-30" 10% 20% 40% 50' 30"-42" 8' less than 48" less than 16" 24"-48" High

Unpredictable trail 

surface. Will include 

rock surfacing. Rocks 

will be uneven.

This trail type looks and feels like traditional singletrack with narrow tread and the presence of rocks, roots, and 

other obstacles. Grades are steeper than beginner and intermediate trails and may exceed the physical 

climbing/descending limits of some hikers and riders. Highly unpredictable trail surface with high rugosity is 

expected.  

Advanced Bike-Optimized Linear Feet Bi-directional Medium-High 24"-42" 15% 20% 50% 50' 48"-72" 8' less than 48" less than 16" No restrictions Medium-High

Semi-firm to loose trail 

surface. Will include 

rock surfacing. Rocks 

will be uneven.

120%, therefore users are exposed to steep hills and rocky drop offs. The trail surface is variable with the presence of 

rocks and roots. Feature frequency is determined by specific trail narratives.

Advanced Downhill Linear Feet One-way (Downhill) High 36"-60" 15% 30% 50% 50' 48"-72" 12' less than 48" No restrictions No restrictions Medium-High

Semi-firm to loose trail 

surface. Will include 

rock surfacing. Rocks 

will be uneven.

Specified for the advanced bike-only directional trails. Trails are gravity-specific, with use in the downhill 

with the presence of rocks and roots. Feature frequency is determined by specific trail narratives.



Trail Type Unit Min Turn Radius Max Turnpad Grades¹
Max Berm/Turn 

Camber² Tread and trail features Experience Notes

Elevated Platform 

Turn
Each 8' 20% 20%

Firm trail surface. May 

include rock 

surfacing.

The turn utilizes a platform to provide the user with a space to complete a turn and ensure the 

sustainable grades. This turn type is common where the side slopes are steep and would create a 

fall-line configuration if a non-elevated turn was used.  The turn grades are steeper to allow for 

elevation gain or loss where needed to achieve key control points or for desired experience. 

Located on steeper side slopes where a small footprint is needed to fit turns on these slopes. 

Elevated Berm Turn Each 10' 20% 50%

Semi-firm trail 

surface. May include 

rock surfacing.

An open radius turn, typically raised though may rely heavily on a tall berm to hold riders on trail 

as they corner with speed. Generally used on Bike-optimized or gravity bike-only trails. Turns 

should wide and provide conservation of rider momentum with little to no force braking. Turns 

should include insloping and berm to hold rider into the turn and offer positive support through 

the entire turn.

Non-Elevated Turn Each 20' 10% 25%

Firm trail surface. May 

include rock 

surfacing.

Sweeping long radius turns comfortable for shared users of beginner to intermediate ability levels. 

In combination with good sight lines, these turns work well for shared-use trails. Generally these 

are climbing or descending turns on mellow to moderate side slopes without the need for an 

elevated platform. The turn width will vary depending on the difficulty rating of the trail. Careful 

attention is required to ensure the tread properly drains and the grades follow the half-rule. 

Exceeding the half-rule may result in the trail following a fall-line configuration, leading to a rutted 

trail, increased maintenance, and decreased quality of the user experience. 

Non-Elevated Berm 

Turn
Each 15' 15% 30%

Semi-firm trail 

surface. May include 

rock surfacing.

Sweeping long radius turns with cambered berms. Generally used on MBO trails for beginner to 

advanced ability levels  to allow riders to carve into a turn and retain speed while doing downhill. 

Generally these are climbing or descending turns on mellow to moderate side slopes. The turn 

features a filled (bermed) concave turning surface to enhance the flow experience. A platform is 

not necessary for this turn type where side slopes allow.  

Footnotes

1.  Turnpad grade measures the rise/fall across the turning surface at the base of any inslope.

2.  Max camber is measured at the top of the inslope. Turns can not be outsloped.

General Notes

Sustainable trails guidelines provide the foundation for all design + construction decisions ("half rule", frequent grade reversals, max grades function of soils + use, etc.).

All trails should have a minimum grade and camber (in/outslope) of 3% to ensure a well-drained tread.



Name Skill Type Discipline Direction Users Tread Surface Tread Width (Inches) Trail Features Length Miles Unit Cost Low Unit Cost High Cost Low  Cost High Estimated Cost Low Estimated Cost High

100 Beginner Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use Natural 24"-36" 1.12 $55,000.00 $75,000.00 $61,589.54 $83,985.74 $61,600.00 $84,000.00

101 Beginner Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use Natural 24"-36" 0.51 $55,000.00 $75,000.00 $28,183.48 $38,432.02 $28,200.00 $38,400.00

201 Intermediate Bike-Optimized Flow & Jump Downhill Only Bike Only Natural 36"-48" Jumps & Berms 1.35 $85,000.00 $115,000.00 $115,091.12 $155,711.51 $115,100.00 $155,700.00

202 Intermediate Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use Natural 36"-48" 0.88 $55,000.00 $115,000.00 $48,431.63 $101,266.14 $48,400.00 $101,300.00

207 Intermediate Bike-Optimized Flow & Jump Downhill Only Bike Only Natural 36"-48" Jumps & Berms 1.98 $85,000.00 $115,000.00 $168,139.51 $227,482.87 $168,100.00 $227,500.00

209 Intermediate Traditional Bidirectionl Shared-Use Natural 24"-36" 1.63 $55,000.00 $70,000.00 $89,733.33 $114,206.06 $89,700.00 $114,200.00

210 Intermediate Bike-Optimized Flow & Jump Downhill Only Bike Only Natural 36"-48" Jumps & Berms 0.71 $85,000.00 $115,000.00 $60,328.27 $81,620.60 $60,300.00 $81,600.00

Total 8.19 $571,496.89 $802,704.94 $571,400.00 $802,700.00
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Legend
Existing Site

Paved Road

Stream/River

Trailhead

Bridge

Study Area

USFS Lands

BLM Lands

Access Road / Double Track

Prepared  by:

SOLUTIONS
TRAIL

Note:   This map is intended for 
planning purposes only. Property 
boundaries are Approximate. Do not 
use for design development or 
construction estimates.

Concept Trails

Flagged Trails

Beginner Shared-Use Bidirectional Trail

Beginner Shared-Use Bidirectional Trail

TH

TH

TH

TH

Intermediate Shared-Use Bidirectional Trail

Intermediate Shared-Use Directional Trail

Intermediate Shared-Use Directional Trail 
(Direction For Bikes Only)

Advanced Shared-Use Bidirectional Trail

Existing Trail Recommendations
Beginner Shared-Use Bidirectional Trail

Beginner Shared-Use 
Directional Trail (Direction For Bikes Only)

Intermediate Shared-Use Bidirectional Trail

Intermediate Shared-Use 
Directional Trail (Direction For Bikes Only)

Advanced Shared-Use Bidirectional Trail
Advanced Shared-Use 
Directional Trail (Direction For Bikes Only)

Decommission Trailxx

Intermediate Shared-Use Bidirectional Trail
City Creek  - Planned Trail Segments

Segment Skill Status Type Direction Users Length Miles Length Feet

100 Beginner Flagged Traditional Bidirection Shared-Use 1.12 5913

101 Beginner Flagged Traditional Bidirection Shared-Use 0.51 2706

201 Intermediate Flagged Bike-Optimized Downhill Only Bike-Only 1.35 7149

202 Intermediate Flagged Traditional Bidirection Shared-Use 0.88 4649

207 Intermediate Flagged Bike-Optimized Downhill Only Bike-Only 1.98 10444

209 Intermediate Flagged Traditional Bidirection Shared-Use 1.63 8614

210 Intermediate Flagged Bike-Optimized Downhill Only Bike-Only 0.71 3747

102 Beginner Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.29 1548

103 Beginner Concept Bike-Optimized Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.42 2216

104 Beginner Concept Bike-Optimized Downhill Shared-Use 0.39 2070

105 Beginner Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.55 2901

106 Beginner Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.35 1841

107 Beginner Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.03 143

108 Beginner Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.27 1451

200 Intermediate Concept Bike-Optimized Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.34 1788

203 Intermediate Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.52 2730

204 Intermediate Concept Traditional Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.48 2544

205 Intermediate Concept Bike-Optimized Bidirectional Shared-Use 0.27 1401

12.09 63855
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